
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

άLong-time members are the backbone of the 
society. To become a long -time member it 
ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦέ  Past President, Dennis Dillon 

¶ The Circle was founded Feb 23rd 1933, an advert 

placed in the Chronicle 

¶ Bill Hitchinson and Tom Cato ς President and 

Secretary.  Conventions were held starting in 

1948... Four ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪǇƻƻƭΩǎ 

conventions. 

¶ Silver Jubilee in 1958. H.J Marsh gave a lot to the 

club .Strong associations with the Middlesbrough 

Circle 

¶ Abra magazine would post news about the Circle 

¶ Golden Jubilee in 1987 

¶ John Stokoe was a wealth of knowledge and was a 

huge asset to the club. Maurice would give you calls 

¶ Neville Hall was a great home for the club, with a 

fantastic lecture theatre, often praised by visiting 

magicians. 

¶ The Circle ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǇǘƘƻǊƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ флΩǎΦ 

  



 

 

 

 

 

The Circle would have its very own 

permanent city centre venue. The venue 

would have a lecture theatre, a cheap bar, 

parking, library, restaurant to get food and be 

fully accessible. There would be a magic shop 

to buy stuff you needed. 

The Circle would be well run, with no pomp 

and the ability to be spontaneous when it 

came to making changes for the better. It 

would be a well -publicised association with 

strong links with the community. 

There would be public shows both in-house 

and out in other venues. The Circle would 

hold well attended fund -raising nights and 

have a variety of competitions. These 

competitions would be over -subscribed with 

sought after prizes and superb trophies. The 

ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

audiences would be fitting for the category. 

The comps would be professionally videoed 

and available for members via the fantastic 

website.  

The website would be your first place to surf for magic info. The forums well used , the info up to date, and an effective 

form of communication and discussion for members with video function available. For people not on the web, 

communication within the Circle would be first class. Communication within the Circle on the whole would be great. 

Openness and respect would be the order of the day. Camaraderie amongst the members would encourage the 

development of individuals in their art of magic, and to work together. Knowledge would be shared through mini 

lectures by members, without fear of people undercutting you and disrespectfully hurting your professional careers. 

Respect for peoples time and effort would be given and support to those members still on the quest for knowledge. 

The Circle would be a prestigious organisation with well known magicians within its ranks. Getting in would be difficult 

and membership would only be granted to those of a certain standard. A panel would be appointed to oversee entry.  

The lectures, dinners and events would all be of a high standard. Well supported both in the organisation, participation 

and attendance.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

In November 2011 we will come back 

together and have achieved the 

following things. 

¶ The website will have been 

updated and improved with 

access to video and membership 

details etc. 

¶ We will have had 4 successful 50 / 

50 nights. 

¶ We will have left the Copthorne 

and returned to Neville Hall 

¶ Auditions will be done by a panel 

¶ The competitions will have been 

improved 

¶ The library would be back 

¶ The dinner will have been the best 

ever with tickets selling out fast. 

¶ Camaraderie will have improved 

within the membership of the 

Circle. 

¶ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ Ǌŀƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

competition 

¶  We will have improved 

connections with other Circles. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

¶ There is little magic from the members of the 

Circle, we mostly have lectures. 

¶ LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Circle on a majority 

vote. 

¶ On the whole the lectures are great 

¶ We do have well known members in the 

magic community in our Circle, Matthew and 

Robert and past members like Kennedy and 

Michael Murray. 

¶ Newcastle Circle has some prestige with its 

long-standing history and connections with 

the South Shields Convention & Martin Duffy, 

and Magic Box. 

¶ The current venue is great ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƛŘŜŀƭΦ 

¶ There may be a tendency to beat ourselves up 

as a CircleΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜΦ Ψƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ōǳǘΦΦΦΦΦΩΦ Too much focus on the 

negatives. 

¶ You are able to have your say about the 

running of the club and can put yourself 

forward to join the council. 

¶ The leadership of the Circle is efficient. 

¶  Stage Comp night is a good night, but it 

needs work. 

¶ The last Close-Up comp did not take place  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Produce a work plan with clear 

actions  

¶ Share the plan with all the members 

¶ Keep members updated about the 

plan and the actions  

¶ Delegate tasks to those willing to 

help out. 

¶ Prioritise what to work on 

¶ Have agreed timings 
  




